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Amendnents to the Clean Air Act's Operating Permt Program
Requi rements for the Final Air Toxics Regulations for Dry
Cl eaners, Commercial Sterilizers, Chrone El ectroplaters, and
Secondary Lead Snelters

TODAY' S ACTI ON. .

¢ The Environnental Protection Agency (EPA) is issuing a
final rule under the Cean Air Act Armendnents of 1990 to
anmend four separate final air toxic regulations for the
Dry O eaning, Conmmercial Sterilization, Chrone
El ectropl ati ng, and Secondary Lead Snelting industries.
Anmong ot her things, these regulations currently require
operating permts (under the Title V operating permts
provision of the Clean Air Act) for large or "mgjor"
sources or facilities, as well as smaller or "nonngjor"
sources or facilities.

¢ Today's action anends these final rules to (a) allow
States to defer for five (5) years (up to Decenber 1999)
all smaller or "nonngjor"” sources subject to these four
air toxics regulations frombeing subject to the
requirenents of the title V operating permt program and
(b) permanently exenpt certain types of facilities or
sources subject to the Chrone El ectroplating air toxics
regulation fromthe operating permt program
requi renments.

BACKGROUND

¢ Under the Cean Air Act Amendnents of 1990, EPA is
required to regulate em ssions of 189 listed toxic air
pollutants. On July 16, 1992, EPA published a |ist of
source categories that emt one or nore of these air
toxics. For listed categories of "mmjor" sources (those
that emt 10 tons annually or nore of a listed pollutant
or 25 tons or nore of a conbination of pollutants)and
certain "area" sources (those that emt hazardous air
pol l utants bel ow the major source threshold), the C ean
Air Act requires EPA to devel op standards that wll
require the application of stringent air pollution
controls, known as maxi mum achi evabl e control technol ogy
( MACT) .



On July 16, 1992, EPA published a list of industry groups
(known as "source categories”) to be regul ated, which

i ncluded maj or and area sources in the Dry d eani ng,
Commercial Sterilization, Chrome El ectroplating, and
Secondary Lead Snelting industries.

The Clean Air Act Anendments of 1990 al so incl uded
sweeping new revisions requiring all states to devel op
operating permts prograns to neet certain Federal
criteria. The States, in turn, are to require sources or
facilities (including major and nonnaj or sources of air
toxics) to obtain permts that contain all of their Cean
Air Act requirenments. The EPA nmay exenpt certain
categories of nonmajor sources if it believes that
conpliance will pose an undue burden on affected
facilities, particularly small businesses.

HOW DCES TODAY' S ACTI ON PROVI DE FLEXIBILITY TO STATES AND

SMVALL BUSI NESSES?

L4

The EPA' s anendnents will substantially reduce an
unnecessary and undue regul atory burden on State and

| ocal agencies and snmall businesses. States have just
begun to inplenment their operating permts prograns;
today's action will relieve State and | ocal permtting
authorities fromthe burden of issuing thousands of
permts to nonnmgjor sources as they struggle to permt
significant nunbers of major sources.

Deferring operating permt programrequirenents wll
provide significant flexibility to small businesses
(nonmaj or sources); the extra tine wll allow smal

busi nesses to better understand their Clean Air Act

requi renments and seek any necessary assi stance from State
or local permtting authorities.

The EPA's final air toxics regulation for Chrone

El ectroplating directly states the neasure of conpliance
for decorative chrone platers and chrom um anodi zi ng
processes that use funme suppressants air pollution
control technol ogy; conpliance can be inplenented
directly independent of a title V operating permt.
Therefore, EPA is pernmanently exenpting nonnaj or
decorative chrom um pl aters and chrom um anodi zers usi ng
fume suppressants control technology fromtitle V



3

operating permt requirenents. This is expected to
result in substantial cost savings to these sources.

WHO WLL BE AFFECTED BY TH S RULE?

Chromum el ectroplating facilities

Et hyl ene oxi de and comercial sterilization and
fum gation oper ati ons

Per chl oroet hyl ene dry cleaning facilities
Secondary lead snelting facilities

HONV MJUCH W LL THE FI NAL RULE COST?

L4

There will be a significant reduction in costs to the
non- maj or decorative chrom um platers and chrom um

anodi zers usi ng fume suppressants control technology as a
result of permanent exenption fromthe title V permt
requi renments. EPA, however, cannot quantify the extent

of the cost savings. For other sources, the costs are
deferred until the expiration of the 5-year extension at
which tine the costs to the small businesses should be
significantly lower since the States wll be better able
to provide any necessary assistance to all sources.

FOR MORE | NFORVATI ON. .

¢

Anyone with a conputer and a nodem can downl oad the rule
fromthe Cean Air Act Amendnments bulletin board of EPA s
el ectroni ¢ Technol ogy Transfer Network (TTN) by calling
(919) 541-5742. For further information about how to
access the board, call (919) 541-5384. For further

i nformati on about the rule, contact Lalit Banker of EPA's
Ofice of Alr Quality Planning and Standards at (919)
541- 5420



